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The locations of the Translational Genomics Research Institute and the Biedesign Institute at Arizona State University were
incorrect. TGen is in downtown Phoenix, and the Biodesign Institute is in Tempe,

SURVEY: MARICOPA IS YOUNG, AFFLUENT
Carf Holcombe, The Arizona Republic

The "new’ Scoftsdale could be just an hour away in Pinai County.

So there are ne shopping malls, resorts or nightclubs yet With carioads of new residents arniving every day, Maricopa city
officials contend a new demographics survey shows their young city most closely resembles the Vatiey city with a national
reputation for affluence.

Survey results reveal a combination of youth, smarts and higher incomes. Officials hape this will help them attract knowledge-
based jobs to the bedroom community.

“We want & self-sustaining city 100 years into the future,” Maricopa City Manager Rick Buse said. "Rooftops won't do it."
The unscientific survey was mailed to 4,030 Maricopa households and 650, or 16 percent, responded, city officials said.

More than half of responding households have a bachelor's degree or higher. Less than half of Scottedale's population has a
bachelor's degree or higher. Household incomes and median ages in the two cities are similar.

Scotisdale Mayor Mary Manross said that for years her city has been seen as a banchmark type of community that other cities
around the country compare themselves to.

"“The Number 1 thing (industries) look at in this new economy is education and anvironment," Manross said. "it's all
interconnected.” -

Maricopa hopes the survey results will attract jobs related to science, engineén‘ng, biotech, computers and information
technology, said Ecenomic Development Director loanna Morfessis. Right now, most Maricopa residents battle daily
gridiocked commutes along Interstate 10 to jobs in the Valley.

"With great autharity, we can say we have one of the highest-educated populations in the state and maybe higher than other
markets on a national level,” Morfessis said. “if gives us a case to make 1o empioyers that we have a small but talented
workforce already in place. As our populatian grows, the increases will mimor this survey.”

Gther Valley cities have successfully used their demographics to attract knowl adge-based businesses in recent years. intel
recently expanded chip-making facilities at its Chandler campus. Tempe now has the Translational Genomice Research
Institute. Scottsdale is home to the Biodesign Institute at Arizona State University.

"We compare favorably, but it's not about competition with our neighbors,” Buss said. "We want to show the state and the
country we have a foundation for knowledge-based businesses. Economic development doesn't happen at points on a map, it

happens regionally.”

The survey is just part of Maricopa's push to attract new jobs.

Maricopa hired America West Airlines founder Ed Beauvais to develop a business airpark modeled after Scottsdale's.
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Morfessis, wha founded the Greater Phoernix Economic Council, was hired as a consultant to oversee sconomic development.
An ethanal plant that officials say could generate $100 million in annual revenue i under construction.

Maricopa's demographics

The city in Pinal County recently released the results of an unscientific housshoid survey of ite residents.
* 44 percent of the households include somecne with a management or professional job.

* 15 percent include someone with & technical or trade job.

* 45 percent have fived in Arizona five years or less.

* 68 percent have a household income of at least $50,000.

* 55 percent are between the ages of 24 and 44.

* 59 percent have no more than two people in their household.

City of Maricopa

How Maricopa measures up

Maricopa released an informal survey it sent to 4,030 of its approximately 17,000 residents. About 850, or 16 percent,
responded.

Marsicopa

Median age: 38

Median household income: $57,500
Bachelor's degree or highar education: 52%
Median home price: $213,073*

Scottsdale

Age: 41

Median household income: $57,484
Bachelor's degree or higher education: 44%
Median home price: $744,795*

Chandler

Madian age; 32

Median household income: $63,143
Bachelor's degree or higher sducation: 21%

Median home price; $330,810*
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Gilbert

Median age: 30

Median household income: $68,032
Bachelor's degree or higher education: 36%
Median home price: $285,585*

Tempe

Median age: 20

Median household income: $42,361
Bachelor's degree or higher education: 24%
Median home price: $237,000

Surprise

Median age: 46

Medan household income: $44,156
Bachelcr's degree or battar: 21%

Median home price: $247,100*

Phoenix

Median age: 31

Median household income: $41,207
Bachelor's degree or higher education: 23%
Median home price: $245,020*

*Median home pricas are as of the third quarter of 2005
Marfcopa survey.

CAPTION: City of Maricopa
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